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The Honorable George W. Bush
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C.

IMMEDIATE ATTENTION REQUESTED

RE: Support of Governor Jindal’s Request for the Addition of Parishes to the Disaster
Declarations

Dear Mr. President:

I want to express our sincere appreciation for the federal assistance granted to the State of
Louisiana to date. I further write in support of Governor Jindal’s request, sent yesterday, that an
emergency declaration for debris removal {Category A) and Direct Federal Assistance under the
Public Assistance Program and for Individual Assistance for all 64 Parishes in Louisiana.
Unfortunately, due to the magnitude of Hurricane Gustav, state and local governments are unable
to fully respond without federal assistance.

As you know, many parishes were under mandatory evacuation orders. If FEMA
assistance 1s not available to these affected residents, far fewer people may evacuate the next
time we are faced with a major storm. As has been widely reported, part of the success so far in
response to Gustav appears to be that the vast majority of Louisiana residents heeded the
evacuation orders.

I am not asking for a blanket rule for all mandatory evacuation orders, but instead we are
asking that the assistance granted in this case because the mandatory evacuation orders were very
responsible given the track of Gustav. The protected path and strength of Gustav justified all the
mandatory evacuation orders that were issues in Louisiana.

Gustav has not only affected South Louisiana, but also the storm has caused widespread
flooding and massive power outages across the state. Also, it caused massive amounts of debris
that will need to be removed from residential streets and major roadways in order to allow for the
safe return of our citizens to their homes and their jobs,

In the Governor’s application for a major disaster, he requested Category A assistance for
all 64 parishes and Individual Assistance for 54 parishes. In response, 34 parishes were granted
both Category A and Individual Assistance. Again, Louisiana is extremely grateful for this
assistance. However, as I have visited the impacted areas and met with state and local officials, I
believe assistance to more parishes and individuals is warranted. I respectfully request that you
revise the declaration and include all 64 parishes for Category A assistance and Individual
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Assistance. I stress how critical this declaration is needed to help start the recovery process from
this massive storm.

I urge you to quickly make the necessary disaster declarations so that residents of the
affected areas can receive federal disaster assistance and begin their recovery. Thank you for
your consideration of this urgent request. Please feel free to contact us should you need any
additional information.

Sincerely,

David Vitter
United State Senator



